How to Defeat

Your Enemies
1 Samuel 24:7-22



1 Samuel 24:1-22 - David Spares Saul’s Life

After Saul returned from pursuing the Philistines, he was
told, “David is in the Desert of En Gedi.” So Saul took
three thousand able young men from all Israel and set out
to look for David and his men near the Crags of the Wild
Goats. He came to the sheep pens along the way; a cave
was there, and Saul went in to relieve himself. David and
his men were far back in the cave. The men said, “This is
the day the Lord spoke of when he said to you, ‘| will give
your enemy into your hands for you to deal with as you
wish.”



1 Samuel 24:1-22 - David Spares Saul’s Life

Then David crept up unnoticed and cut off a corner of
Saul’s robe. Afterward, David was conscience-stricken
for having cut off a corner of his robe. He said to his men,
“The Lord forbid that | should do such a thing to my
master, the Lord’s anointed, or lay my hand on him; for he
Is the anointed of the Lord.” With these words David
sharply rebuked his men and did not allow them to attack
Saul. And Saul left the cave and went his way.



1 Samuel 24:1-22 - David Spares Saul’s Life

Then David went out of the cave and called out to Saul,
“My lord the king!” When Saul looked behind him, David
bowed down and prostrated himself with his face to the
ground. He said to Saul, “Why do you listen when men
say, ‘David is bent on harming you'? This day you have
seen with your own eyes how the Lord delivered you into
my hands in the cave. Some urged me to kill you, but |
spared you; | said, ‘Il will not lay my hand on my lord,
because he is the Lord’s anointed.’



1 Samuel 24:1-22 - David Spares Saul’s Life

See, my father, look at this piece of your robe in my hand!
| cut off the corner of your robe but did not kill you. See
that there is nothing in my hand to indicate that | am guilty
of wrongdoing or rebellion. | have not wronged you, but
you are hunting me down to take my life. May the Lord
judge between you and me. And may the Lord avenge the
wrongs you have done to me, but my hand will not touch
you. 13 As the old saying goes, ‘From evildoers come evil
deeds, so my hand will not touch you.



1 Samuel 24:1-22 - David Spares Saul’s Life

“Against whom has the king of Israel come out? Who are
you pursuing? A dead dog? A flea”? May the Lord be our
judge and decide between us. May he consider my cause

and uphold it; may he vindicate me by delivering me from
your hand.”

When David finished saying this, Saul asked, “Is that your
voice, David my son?” And he wept aloud. “You are more
righteous than |,” he said. “You have treated me well, but |
have treated you badly.



1 Samuel 24:1-22 - David Spares Saul’s Life

You have just now told me about the good you did to me;
the Lord delivered me into your hands, but you did not Kill
me. When a man finds his enemy, does he let him get
away unharmed? May the Lord reward you well for the
way you treated me today. | know that you will surely be
king and that the kingdom of Israel will be established in
your hands. Now swear to me by the Lord that you will not
Kill off my descendants or wipe out my name from my
father's family.”



1 Samuel 24:1-22 - David Spares Saul’s Life

So David gave his oath to Saul. Then Saul returned
home, but David and his men went up to the stronghold.



1 Samuel 18:5-8 — Setting the Scene

Whatever mission Saul sent him on, David was so
successful that Saul gave him a high rank in the army.
This pleased all the troops, and Saul’s officers as well.
When the men were returning home after David had killed
the Philistine, the women came out from all the towns of
Israel to meet King Saul with singing and dancing, with
joyful songs and with timbrels and lyres. As they danced,
they sang: “Saul has slain his thousands, and David his
tens of thousands.”



1 Samuel 18:5-8 — Setting the Scene

Saul was very angry; this refrain displeased him greatly.
“They have credited David with tens of thousands,” he
thought, “but me with only thousands. What more can he
get but the kingdom?” And from that time on Saul kept a
close eye on David.
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2 Chronicles 20:1-30 — The Story of Jehoshaphat

“‘Alarmed, Jehoshaphat resolved to inquire of the Lord,
and he proclaimed a fast for all Judah”




.

When war is raging — quiet your soul
with prayer and fasting




2 Chronicles 20:1-30 — The Story of Jehoshaphat

Power and might are in your hand, and no one can
withstand you. Our God, did you not drive out the
inhabitants of this land before your people Israel and give
it forever to the descendants of Abraham your friend?
They have lived in it and have built in it a sanctuary for
your Name, saying, ‘If calamity comes upon us, whether
the sword of judgment, or plague or famine, we will stand
In your presence before this temple that bears your Name
and will cry out to you in our distress, and you will hear us
and save us.’




2 Chronicles 20:1-30 — The Story of Jehoshaphat

“But now here are men from Ammon, Moab and Mount
Seir, whose territory you would not allow Israel to invade
when they came from Egypt; so they turned away from
them and did not destroy them. See how they are
repaying us by coming to drive us out of the possession
you gave us as an inheritance. Our God, will you not
judge them? For we have no power to face this vast army
that is attacking us. We do not know what to do, but our
eyes are on you.”




2 Chronicles 20:1-30 — The Story of Jehoshaphat

He said: “Listen, King Jehoshaphat and all who live in
Judah and Jerusalem! This is what the Lord says to you:
‘Do not be afraid or discouraged because of this vast
army. For the battle is not yours, but God’s. Tomorrow
march down against them. They will be climbing up by the
Pass of Ziz, and you will find them at the end of the gorge
in the Desert of Jeruel.




2 Chronicles 20:1-30 — The Story of Jehoshaphat

You will not have to fight this battle. Take up your
positions; stand firm and see the deliverance the Lord will
give you, Judah and Jerusalem. Do not be afraid; do not
be discouraged. Go out to face them tomorrow, and the
Lord will be with you.™




.

You still need to gear up and take
your position. Then just stand firm




Ephesians 6:14-11

Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your
waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, and
with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from
the gospel of peace. In addition to all this, take up the
shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the
flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of
salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of
God.



2 Chronicles 20:1-30 — The Story of Jehoshaphat

Jehoshaphat bowed down with his face to the ground,
and all the people of Judah and Jerusalem fell down in
worship before the Lord. Then some Levites from the
Kohathites and Korahites stood up and praised the Lord,
the God of Israel, with a very loud voice.




2 Chronicles 20:1-30 — The Story of Jehoshaphat

Early in the morning they left for the Desert of Tekoa. As
they set out, Jehoshaphat stood and said, “Listen to me,
Judah and people of Jerusalem! Have faith in the Lord
your God and you will be upheld; have faith in his
prophets and you will be successful.” After consulting the
people, Jehoshaphat appointed men to sing to the Lord
and to praise him for the splendour of his holiness as they
went out at the head of the army




2 Chronicles 20:1-30 — The Story of Jehoshaphat

Then, led by Jehoshaphat, all the men of Judah and
Jerusalem returned joyfully to Jerusalem, for the Lord had
given them cause to rejoice over their enemies. They
entered Jerusalem and went to the temple of the Lord
with harps and lyres and trumpets.




.

Attribute it all back to God
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Obedience to the
Lord brings
protection and
victory



1 Samuel 12:12-15

“But when you saw that Nahash king of the Ammonites
was moving against you, you said to me, ‘No, we want a
king to rule over us'—even though the Lord your God was
your king. Now here is the king you have chosen, the one
you asked for; see, the Lord has set a king over you.



1 Samuel 12:12-15

If you fear the Lord and serve and obey him and do not
rebel against his commands, and if both you and the king
who reigns over you follow the Lord your God—good! But
if you do not obey the Lord, and if you rebel against his
commands, his hand will be against you, as it was against
your ancestors.




1 Samuel 12:21-24

Do not turn away after useless idols. They can do you no
good, nor can they rescue you, because they are useless.
For the sake of his great name the Lord will not reject his

people, because the Lord was pleased to make you his
own.




1 Samuel 12:21-24

As for me, far be it from me that | should sin against the
Lord by failing to pray for you. And | will teach you the
way that is good and right. But be sure to fear the Lord
and serve him faithfully with all your heart; consider what
great things he has done for you. Yet if you persist in
doing evil, both you and your king will perish.”




1 Sam 13:13-14

You have done a foolish thing,” Samuel said. “You have
not kept the command the Lord your God gave you; if you
had, he would have established your kingdom over Israel
for all time. But now your kingdom will not endure; the
Lord has sought out a man after his own heart and
appointed him ruler of his people, because you have not
kept the Lord’s command.”




Deuteronomy 28:1 & vs |

If you fully obey the Lord your God and carefully follow all
his commands | give you today, the Lord your God will set
you high above all the nations on earth.

The Lord will grant that the enemies who rise up against
you will be defeated before you. They will come at you
from one direction but flee from you in seven




Exodus 23:20-22

See, | am sending an angel ahead of you to guard you
along the way and to bring you to the place | have
prepared. Pay attention to him and listen to what he says.
Do not rebel against him; he will not forgive your rebellion,
since my Name is in him. If you listen carefully to what he
says and do all that | say, / will be an enemy to your
enemies and will oppose those who oppose you. My
angel will go ahead of you and bring you into the land of
the Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, Canaanites, Hivites and
Jebusites, and [ will wipe them out.




.

David he understood that God himself
is the true KING of Israel and that he
was only a representative
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Embrace the season
of stretching
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You are just one shot away from
slaying your giant, and God is
propelling you to your destiny







HOW TO DEFEAT YOUR ENEMIES
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There will come a
time when you need
to stop hiding &
confront your
enemy
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You are surrounded by HIM




Treasure the SPIRIT OF GOD

1) Spirit of the Lord
2) Spirit of Wisdom
3) Spirit of Understanding
4) Spirit of Gounsel
9) Spirit of Strength
6) Spirit of Knowledge
1) the Spirit of the Fear of the Lord
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